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There was a certain Man in Cæſurea called | 
Cornelius, a Centurion of the Band called 
the Italian Band: 

4 devout Man, and one that feared Gon 
with all his Houſe, which gave much 
Ams to the 8 8 and prayed fo Go 

- alway. 


| 8 Rejoice, my Friends and Fellow- 
Soldiers in the Chriſtian Warfare, 
that ye have aſſembled yourſelves 
together in the Houſe of Go Dp To- 
day; ; which that it ay be for the 
better, and not for the worſe, 1 beſeech gon 


zo hear me patiently. 


THe facred Penman gives us, above, the Hi- 


ſtory and Character of a gallant and religious 


Captain, who thought his military Profeſſion 
not inconſiſtent with the Duties of Religion, 
but was valiant for the Laws of the moſt high 


 Gop, no leſs than for the Rights of his Coun- 


try, and as zealous (I may ſay, infinitely more 


| fo) of the Honour of the KING of Kings, as 
of that of the Court of Majeſty under which 


B he 
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he ſery'd. From whole pions and excellent 
Conduct in his Station, I beg Leave to make 


this Remark ; That à military Life, however 


branded with Ignominy by ſome of a diffe- 
rent Profeſſion, is an honourable and allow- 
able State, and no Enemy to a godly Life and 
ſober Converſation. The Lawfulneſs of this 
Employ is not, I think, eaſy to be diſprov d, 
after it has eſcap'd the Reprehenſions pf that 


impartial Reprover of Vice, John the Baptiſt ; 


tor when the Soldiers, among others of dif-. 
ferent Occupations, (who were all pricked to 
the Heart by his awakening Sermons) demand- 
ed of him, What they muſt do to be ſaved ? 
his Anſwer was, Do Violence to no Man, 
neither accuſe any falſely, and be content 
with your Wages. This Anſwer of the Bap- 
tiſt is, I think, a ſufficient Argument for the 
Lawfulneſs of a military Life; for had it been 
criminal or unwarrantable, Fohn (who re- 
garded not the Perſons of Men) would not 
have ſpar'd them; but inſtead of cxhorting 
them to do no Violence, to accuſe no one 
falſely, and to be content with their Wages, 
he would have commanded them to quit their 
Colours, to lay down their Arms, and dif- 


band themſel ves. Nor would our bleſſed Sa- 


viour have countenancd, much leſs com- 


mended the humble Centurion mention'd by 


St. Luke in his Goſpel, if his way of Life had 


been repugnant to true Religion and Virtue, 


Wheretore thoſe Perſons are under a Miſtake, 


who imagine that a military Life is of courſe 


* 
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a wicked one; no, notwithſtanding too many 
Perſons in the Army (to our Grief be it 
ſpoken!) are at preſent exceedingly vicious 


and corrupt, yet (to the Praiſe of our GOD 
be it mention d) there are ſome pious Cen- 
turions amongſt them, ſome devout Soldiers 
of Jeſus Chriſt; and therefore the Perſons 
that occaſion this Reflection are to be cen- 
ſur d, not the Profeſſion; for that is innocent 
and ſafe, as has been already ſhewn. 


Bur yet, after all the kind and juſt things 


that can be ſpoken in behalf of the military 


Life, as a lawful or allowable Occupation, 
ſtill it will ſuffer in the Eſteem of many Pco- 
ple, thro' the ill Practices and wicked Beha- 


viour .of Individuals. The ſober Part of 
Mankind muſt entertain dreadful Apprehen- 


ſions of that way of Life, (and be fearful of 


their Relations and Friends engaging in it) if 
once they are induced by the wicked Prac- 

tices of many, to think, that the notorious 
Vices of Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Lewdneſs, 


and many more abominable Sins, are habitual 
to the military Profeſſion; and muſt needs con- 
clude, that to be a Soldier, is to be in the 


Road to Ruin and Deſtruction. And who can 


blame the Apprehenſions and Fears of reaſon- 
able Men and ſincere Chriſtians on this Ac- 


count, or accuſe a virtuous Parent of Un- 


charitableneſs and Scandal, who, wakeful for 


the Salvation of his Son, ſhould counſel him 


in the Words of Jacob concerning Simeon and 
Levi, O od Son, come not thou into their 
B 2 Secret ; 
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Secret ; unto their Aſſembly, mine Honour, be 


not thou united! 1 do not mention this by 
way of Reproach to the Profeſſion, which (as 
I faid above) is honourable and innocent: 


Neither do I level my Diſcourſe at particular 
Perſons ; for, alas! in all Orders and Degrees 


of Men, many Perſons are reproveable, and 
commit things worthy of Blame : for in many 


things we offend all. And tho my preſent 
Deſign leads me to addreſs myſelf to a parti- 
cular Set of Men in a particular Manner, I 
would not have it by any means inferr'd, as if 
E thought, that theſe Men were (as the Cali 
leans were ſuppos d to be) Sinners above all 


Others. No, we have too great Reaſon to 


lament and fay, that we are all gone out of 
the way, and are become abominable. Therc- 
fore let every Offender, of what Quality or 


Occupation ſoever, {mite ſorrowfully upon his 
own Breaſt; and if he be guilty of the Vices I 


ſhall mention, meekly own, with penitent 


David, I have ſinned againſt ; the Lord, | 
AM THE MAN. 

 Tavs much by way of Preface to the en- 

ſuing Diſcourſe, which will, I hope, remove 

all ſort of Offence, that might otherwiſe be 


taken at my Freedom and Boldneſs, in expoſing 


ſome Vices, (which I lie under an ungrateful 


Neccſlity to oy 1 to Which the ue is ſo 
much addicted. 


IN order the more e effectually to do this, per- 


mit? me, my Friends and Fellow-Soldiers 


I. To 


1 
W 


The CHRISTIAN SOLDIER. 5 
I. To ſet before FOR the Pattern of Cor- 
nelius. 


II. To compare the Conduct and Behaviour 
of too many Perſons in the Army with 


; his. And, 

1 III. To offer ſome Motives to engage you 
= 8 All to follow his excellent Example. 
BE 'To begin with the firſt Thing propoſed: 


CORNELIUS was a Gentile, a Subject 
of the Roman Empire, Captain of a Company 
of Soldiers, and ſtation'd in Cæſarea to keep 
the Fews in Subjection, who were become 

tributary to the Romans. However, tho' by 

Birth a Heathen, and by Profeſſion a Soldier, yet 2 

he was a Proſelyte, and in all Likelihood had 
heard of Jeſus Chrift. The ſacred Hiſtorian = 
ſpeaks much. in his Commendation, and ſays, 

that he was a devout Man, one that feared 
Gop, which gave much Alms to the People, 
and prayed to Go p alway. = 
| E ACH of theſe amiable and divine Qualities 

x deſerve our particular Conſideration. , 

1.CORNELIUS was a devout Man. 

; And here ſome may be apt to take up the taunt. 
ing Queſtion of old, and ſay, Can there any 
good thing come out of Nazareth ? Can De- 

votion lodge in the Breaſt of a Soldier? Or 

the bloody Trade of War yield faithful Ser- 

vants to the Gop of Peace? Yes; for with 
| Gop all things are poſſible, and Cornelius has 
given us an Example that All This is eaſy to be 

done. Nor has any « ge of Time, Place, 


ü 4 
Or - 
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or Cuſtoms, render'd Religion more difficult 
to be practis d by our modern Soldiers : For 
does a military Life of itſelf unfit People for 


Devotion? Are they oblig; 4 to be vicious, be- 


cauſe they bear Arms? Muſt they forſake 


Chriſt's Banner, and forget that they are his 
Soldiers, as ſoon as they liſt themſelves in the 


King's Service, and muſter under his Colours ? 


| Surely no: Nor will they make this their Prac- 


| tice, who tread in the Steps of our good Cen- 
turion. He was a devout Man, and, as ſuch, 


free from preſumptuous Sins, eſpecially thoſe 
two dreadful ones, too much practic d in the 
Army, Drunkenneſs and Uncleanneſs. He 
never wallowed in Drink, as the Sow in the 
Mire; nor defil'd his own or Neighbour” $ Body 
with Deeds of Impurity: No unclean or im- 


modeſt Words ever polluted his Tongye, that 


noble Organ of Prayer and Praiſe ; but he 


deck d himſelf with Sobriety as with an Orna- 


ment of Gold, and with Chaſtity as with a 


beautiful Garment. 


2. CORNELIUS frared Go p. As he 
was a Captain, ſo, in all Probability, he was a 


Man of Courage, expert in the Art of War, 
and had rais'd himſelf to this Poſt in the Army 


by his heroick Actions; and yet his Undaunt- 
edneſs and Skill in military Matters did not ſet 

b. above the Fear of Go p, nor his Courage 
a Warrior overſhoot his Meekneſs as a good 


2 which ſhews that a brave Spirit and an 
bumble Spirit may dwell in the ſame Breaft. 
And indeed, true Courage | is founded in on 

5 mility 
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mility and the Fear of Gop, and no Perſon 
4 is leſs timorous. or more gallant, than the de- 
vout humble Man: Agreeable to the Remark 
of the wiſe Man, The Righteous are bold as a 
; Lion. Cornelius feared Go p, and therefore 
/ had nothing elſe to fear. Tho ten thouſands 
of the People ſhould have ſet themſelves 
againſt him round about, and tho there had 
roſe up War againſt him, yet his Truſt in Gop 
would have kept him undaunted and undiſ- 
may d; for who, or what can harm the Man 
that is a Follower of that which is good? 
He had learnt from the ſacred Records of the 
Feuißb Wars, that Succeſs in Battle did not fo 
much depend upon the Number and Strength of 
Armies, as upon the Aſſiſtance and Influence = | 
of the LoRD of Hoſts. Upon this, as well as - 
other Accounts, he feared Gop, preſuming | 
wiſely, that this was the ſure and only way to 
be victorious in Battle. N 
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3. CORNELIUS gave much Alms to 
the People. In order to do this, we mult ſup- 
| Poſe that he was frugal in his Expences, not la- 
; ' Viſh in Furniture and Dreſs, not a Squanderer 
| of his Money in gaming or exceſſive drinking: 
For if theſe had been his Practices, he would 
not have had enough for the neceſſary Support 
of himſelf and his Houſhold, much leſs for the 
charitable relief of Perſons in Need and Diſtreſs. 
But he was a diſcreet and prudent OEconomiſt ; 
he proportion'd his Expences to the Value of his 
Income, always. reſerving ſomething for the 
Poor. To bring this about, he kept much at b 
Li 3414 | es . Home, | -4 
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Home, or was private in his Quarters, not 
wandering Abroad, or conſorting with looſe 
and extravagant Companions, thoſe pernicious 
Waſters of Money and Time. He, doubtleſs, 
conſider' d that he was accountable for theſe 
precious Talents, and therefore did not ſpend 
or conſume them upon his Luſts. 
4. CORNELIUS prayed to Go o always. 
Prayer is a Duty we all owe to Gop, and 
the Morning and Evening Oblation thereof is 
no leſs expected from the Camp, than from the 
Altar. No Profeſſion is an Excuſe, or will 
| ſerve as a reaſonable Pretence for Indevotion. 
The King upon his Throne, the Nobleman in 
his Palace, the Prieſt in the Temple, the 
1 in his Shop, the Day-labourer in 
the Field, and the Soldier in his Garriſon, 
muſt bend their Knees to Go p, ſupplicate for 
Mercy, petition for Grace, and offer up Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving every Day they live. This 
was the conſtant Practice of devout Cornelius. 
| Nay, it ſeems, he did not content himſelf with 
the ordinary Returns of Prayer every Morning 
and Evening; but he, in the Fervour of his 
Heart, prayed to Gop always; that is, ha 
prayed often, and was always in a good Diſ- 
poſition to pray. He was ſenſible, no doubt, 
of the Corruption of his Nature, and of his 
Proneneſs to commit Sin; and therefore he 
often meekly bow'd before the Throne of 
Heaven, laid open the Secrets of his Soul to the 
Lok p, confeſs'd his Weakneſs, and implor'd 
the Aids of divine Grace. He was in * 2 
wo | theſc 
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theſe bleſſed Tempers praying unto Gop, when 
a ſhining Meſſenger was ſent to him with good 
Tidings from Heaven, as we read in the Chap- 
ter from whence my Text is taken. Hethought 
it no Diſparagement to his honourable Office, 
to fall low on his Knces before the Footſtool 
of divine Grace, nor any Reflection upon his 
military Pomp, to acknowledge himſelf a mi- 
ſerable Sinner. And tho it is probable ſuch 
uncommon Piety was attended with Scoffs and 
Ridicule from ungodly Men, as Eliſbas was, 
when rhe Children had him in Deriſion, and 
inſulted him, ſaying, Go up, thou bald Head; 
£0 up, thou bald Head; 3 yet he patiently per- 
(everd in his Duty, and comforted himſelf 
with this Conſideration, that it was better to 
gc to Heaven with Reproach, than to Hell with 
' Praiſe. O excellent Pattern of religious For- 
titude, and heavenly Devotion! And now ſmite 
upon your Breaſts, my Friends, and anſwer me 
ingenuouſly, whether you do not think that 
Cornelius was a worthy Man, and highly de- 
ſerving your ſtricteſt Imitation? Tell me now, 
that your Heads are cool, and your Hearts, as 
1 hope, touched by ſcrious and devout Impreſ. 
ſions, whether you do not approve of the 
bleſſed Life of this holy Warrior, and wiſh 
that you liv'd like him? If ſo (and do Thou, O 
op of all Grace, grant that it may be ſo!) 
why do any of you behave ſo wretchedly un- 
like him, and make your! Practice me "very Re- 
you of er eee 


VV 
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| An this brings me to niy IId Head of Diſ- 

courſe, which is to compare the Condutt and 
Behaviour of too many Perſons in the Army | 
with that of Cornelius. 

CORNELIUS was a devout Man, and 
one that feared GOD. But are there many of 
you, my Brethren, of this religious Diſpoſition? 
Do ye fear and tremble at the Majeſty of the 
great Go p? Suffer your Conſciences, you that 
are guilty, to ſpeak the Truth; few, very 
few of you, I doubt, are ſo well diſpos d. For, 
not to ennumerate all the Inſtances of piety 
and Devotion, in which vou are groſly and 
wholly defective, I will mention but a few. 
AN p, firſt, in point of Sobriety. Alas! my 
Eriends, what Strangers, nay, what Enemies, 
are moſt of you to a ſober, temperate way of 
Life? How frequently do you, the meaner 
Sort eſpecially, thro' Exceſs of Liquor, ree7 
to and fro, and ſtagger and lie in the 
Streets like dead Men! How inſatiable, is 
your Thirſt of Drink, as if the Gratification of 
that beaſtly Appetite was a Joy unſpeakable, and 


full of Comfort! To this Purpoſe you aſſemble 


in Troops to Tippling-houſes, (which are Har- 
bours for Drunkards, and idle Men) where you 
waſte your Health, Money and Time, (thoſe 
precious Talents for Eternity) in Tumults, Re- 
velling and Drunkenneſs. In theſe Houſes 3 you 
often fit till Midnight, and prevent the Morn- 
ing Watch, not with Hymns and Pſalms, (as 
David did, but with blaſphemous Rant and 

| obſcure 
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ie Songs. My Brethren, Cornelius did 
not ſo. 

AGAIN, Your Offences in Point of CHa 
ſtity, are very ſcandalous, and too notorious to 
be denied; inſomuch that the bare Sight of 
you is ſuſpicious and painful to the modeſt Part 

of the Daughters of our Land. Like lawleſs 
Schechem, you ſeize upon unſtable. Women, 
and deal with them as with Harlots. Having 
Enes full of Adultery, you ſeldom ceaſe from 
Kun, but give yourſelves looſe to vile Luſts and = 
brutiſh Affections. That I do not charge you 
wrongfully in this reſpect, (which I ſhould be 
loth to do) is too manifeſt, from the numerous 
and melancholy Inſtances among you of pu- 
trify'd Bodies and rotten Bones. 5 
Pass Wiẽ on to another Inſtance of Irreligion 
1 amongſt you, in which you act quite contrary 
| tothedeyout Cornelius. Of him is this gracious 
Report, He feared Gon. Examine now your 
Hearts: Do you fear Him? Do you reverence 
his holy Name, or Laws? Alas! ('tis a fad 
Truth) you do not, you have not the Fear of 
Gop before your Eyes; but you wax bold in 
Wickedneſs, and grow hardy and courageous 
in Vice. With grcat ſwelling Words you 
bid Defiance to the Almighty, and conti- 
nually blaſpheme that holy Name by which 
you are called. My Friends, Cornelius did 
not ſo. 

AGcain, Cornelius gave much Alms to the 
People. You will object to my comparing 
Four Conduct with his in this thing, becauſe 

* — he 
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the Straitneſs of your Circumſtances, and Nar- 
rowneſs of your Incomes, will not ſuffer you 
to give away much Money in Charity. T be- 
lieve this to be true, and have Reaſon to ſup- 
poſe, that after you have provided yourſelves 
Food to eat, and have equipp'd yourſelves in 
that clean and comely Array which your Of- 
1 ficers expect, you will have little Money over 
= and above to beſtow in charitable Uſes. And 
EY yet you are blame-worthy even in this Point, 
EC becauſe you often ſquander away your ſlendet 
HL Allowance, (and when that is gone, pawn your 
| Regimental Accoutrements) to ſatisfy your 
Llu!uſts. Hence thoſe ſevere Puniſhments ſo fre- 
CH quent among you, for Neglect of Duty, and 
EL making away with yout Furniture. SE 


*. ; 


_ ONCE more, and I will put an End to theſe 


1 ungrateful Compariſons; Cornelius prayed to 
| | GOD always. But Where, alas! ſhall we find 
| | this Practice amongſt you? Prayer ſeems 
5 =o to have been banifh'd from the Army, and 


Ciurſing and Swearing brought in, in its room. 
EE Moſt of you, I fear, live without Prayer, and 
1 paſs away Days, Months, and Yeats, without 
bending your Knees to the Gob that made you, 
1 to the Saviour that redeem'd you, or to the 
| Holy Ghoſt who alone can ſanctify your Souls, 
| 5 and fit you for Heaven. Let me not ſeem un- 
1 © charitable in this Aﬀertion : 1 ſpeak Truth, 
| 8 when I paſs this Cenſure on the moſt of you; 
| 15 for if you did accuſtom yourſelves to pray, the 
Ears of good Chriſtians would not be ſo often 
ſtunn'd with the horrible Din of Blaſphemy, 
. nor 


The CuRIiSsTIAN SOLDIER. 13 
nor ſhock'd with the bitter Oaths, Curfes, and 
ungodly Speeches, which daily and hourly 
come from your Lips. Tis an unpleaſant Of- 
fice, my Friends, an Office Ido not delight in, 
to reprove you in this public Manner, and 
ſet before you theT hings which you have done 
but I appeal to your Conſciences for the Truth 
of what I fay, and many of you can bear me wit- 
neſs, that J have not fpar'd private Reproof, 
. When, in my hearing, the Name of Gop has been 
by you blafphemed or taken in vain. Now, as 
I before obſerv d, this being your too common 
Practice, tis impoflible that you can pray to 
GOD; for Prayers and Oaths are of as contrary 
a Nature as Light and Darkneſs, Heaven and 
Hell. Can a Man call for Damnation upon his 
Body and Soul, as moſt of you (with Grief 1 
relate it) do, and yet be punctual at his Devo- 
tions? Oh no! If this were the Caſe, he 
would tremble at the Name of the moſt High 
God, and never mention it but with Reve- 
rence, and godly Fear. Would it not be a great 
piece of Abſurdity, to cry out for Salvation this 
Hour, and for Damnation the next? There- 
fore I am ſure of this, that they who ſwear, 
hatdly ever pray. And Ol that the horrid pra- 
ctice of profane Curſing and Swearing was 
leſs frequent in the Army. Is it; my Friends, — 
a military Accompliſhment 7 ! 
ſwear? Do you imagine that it adds Grace to 
your Speech, or Manlineſs to your Looks? Or 
| do you fancy that it reſembles the roaring of 
a Lion, and renders Preſence terrible! 
| Alas! 


| 
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Alas! vain Men! no wiſe and good Man looks 
upon a Swearer to be a Hero, or a courageous 
Perſon, becauſe he is a profane and wicked 
one. Do ye remember the Hiſtory of Goliah 
and David? The former was of gigantick 
Stature, proud of his Strength and Armour, 


and blaſphem'd the great Gop of T/zae/. The 


other was a young Man, humble and devout, 


Naked and unarm'd, that did not boaſt of his 
Strength, as did the haughty Philiſtine, but 
5 truſted in the LoR p his "Gop; and yet this 


unarm'd Stripling ſlew that vain-glorious blaſ- 


pheming Giant, and ſmote off his Head. I 


leave you to make the Application. After all, 


I am willing to hope that you do not commit 


Sin out of Defiance to Gop and Religion, nor 
to boaſt how wicked you can be (theſe would 
be dreadful Aggravations of your Crimes) ; but 
I rather think, that you run into it thro” the 
Force of Temptation; evil Habits, and Cuſtom ; 


and I therefore do not deſpair of your liſtening 


to good Counſel. Suffer me then in the = 
1:1d and laſt Place, to exhort you by the 
molt powerful Motives to amend your Lives, 


and follow Cornelius's excellent Example: 


And, 1ſt, Conſider that it is appointed unto 


all Men once to die. Death may be your Por- 


tion very ſoon. . Thouſands are the Dangers 
that frail Mortality is expoſed t to, and the Gates 


of Death ever ſtand wide open to receive Paſ- 


ſengers from the ſorrow ful Regions of this 
World. O how. prepared then ought we all 
to be, who arc liable to be ſnatch d away in a 

Moment, | 
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Moment, and to be hurried down to the dark 
Chambers of the Grave? But your Caſe, my 
Friends, is generally more dangerous; and the 
| Hazards You run, morc perilous than that of 
other Men. You are not only liable to be 
ſwept away with Sickneſs, but to be hewn 
down by the Sword in War. is true, 
Peace is in our Dwellings at preſent; but ye 
know not how ſoon the Trumpet may ſound, 
and ye be called forth to the Battle. Your 5 
Lives will then be very precarious, and be ex- 
pos d to a thouſand Accidents, each of which 
may put an end to your Days. This Conſide- 
ration ſhould weigh with you to lead good 
Lives, after the Example of Cornelius. For if 
you die (as Millions have done) in the Field of 
Battle, with all your Sins about you, your Caſe 
will be exceedingly deplorable: For then there 
will be no Time for Repentance, no Space for 
Prayers or Tears, no merciful Gop to take Pity 
or Compaſſion on you, no loving Redeemer 
to waſh away your Sins in his Blood, and no 
guardian Angels to convey your Souls to the 
Habitation of juſt Men departed. Secing | 
then that Life (the Life of military Men 
eſpecially) is very uncertain, What manner 
of Perſons ought ye to be in all holy Con- 
verſation and Godlineſs ? Oh then be de- 
| your and fear G0 b, as good. Cornelius did, 
and you will be in conſtant Readineſs to dic: 
Then, tho' you ſhould be call'd forth to Bat- 
tle, like the gallant Son of Fefſe, you will 
enter the Ficld with Courage, hear the Din 
| of 
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of War undiſturb d, and with your Prayers 
and Arms, as David with his ſmooth Stones, 
ſmite and wound the Head of your Enemies ; 
and if in the Thunder of the Battle it ſhould be 
your Lot to be caſt down, and to fall among the 
Slain, your Warfare will be but accompliſh'd, 
and you only remoy'd to celebrate an eternal 
Triumph in Heaven. O bleſſed Portion of 
| 5 every devout Soldier! He fights with Courage, 
| 
5 


dies in Peace, and lives in Glory. 

24 ly, Lxr the Conſideration of the awful Day 
of 3 and the ſtrict Account which 
you muſt then give of your Thoughts, Words, 


me C ᷣͤ le res ee ˙W- — 
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and Actions, prevail with you to amend your 
* Lives, and imitate the excellent Cornelius. Be 
i aſſur d, my Friends, that a moſt impartial and 
BY ſolemn Time of Reckoning is haſtening on, 
1 when all the World, and you among the reſt 


mult appear before the judgment. Seat of Chriſt, 
1 to anſwer for the Deeds done in the Body. 8 
' At that tremendous Time the Books of eyer- 
A luaſting Deſtiny will be open d, and all the 
| | Scenes of your whole Life be diſplay d in the 
B open View of Men and Angels; then every 
_ wicked Thought of your Hearts, every wicked 
id Word of your Mouths, and every wicked 
Work of your Hands, will be brought to Light, 7 
and Judgment be paſſed upon you for them. 
3 Oh, my Friends, how will you be able to ſtand 
in that fiery time of Trial! Oh what will a good 
Conſcience be worth in that Day! when you, 
__ ____ groaning for Anguiſh of Spirit, ſhall call for 
FT the Rocks to fall upon Wa, and the Hills to 


cover 
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cover you from the angry Face of that Gop 
whom you have blaſphem d! How will you 
then wiſh (but in vain) that you had liv'd a holy 
Life like the pious Cornelius, and had trod in his 
devout Steps! My Brethren, I can as ſoon 
reach Heaven with my Hands, as tell'you what 
amazing Thoughts, what terrifying Reflections, 
and what univerſal Diſtreſs, you will then feel, 
unleſs you now amend your Lives, and prepare 
for the great and tetrible Day of Judgment. 
2aly, LET the ſerious Conſideration of 
Hell Torments conſtrain you to repent, and 
live like the deyout Cornelius. When the 
Judgment is over, and this laſt ſad Sentence 
paſs" d, Go, ye Curſed, into. everlaſting Fire, 
the Souls of the Damn d will immediately be 
thruſt, as is miention'd in the Revelations, 
into a Lale which burneth with Fire nd 5 
| Brimſtone, where the Warm dieth not, and 
the Fire is not quenched, In this doleful 
Priſon of Darkneſs and Deſpair, condemn'd 
Souls will be tormented with the Devil and his 
Angels, and every Part ofthem be rack d and con- 
| vuls d with the ſharpeſt Agony, and moſt prick- 
ing Pain. The whoriſh and adulterous Eye 
| will be then put out in utter Darkneſs : The i 
Tongue, that Was us d to Curſing, Sweating, 5 
and filthy. Talking, will then be; ſcorch'd up 
with tormenting Flames, and be deny d a Drop | 
of Water to cool its intolerable Heat; Ie 
Body, which us'd to be defil'd with Prunken- 
neſs and Uncleanneſs, will be burnt up as a 
Firebrand; and, What is ſtill worſe, tho the 
D Pleaſures 
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Pleaſures of Sin are but for a Seaſon, yet the 
Puniſhments of it will be without End; for 
the Smoke of the Torment of the Damm d 


aſcends up (ſaith the Scripture) for ever and 


ever. The Troubles of this Life are generally 
but for threeſcore Years and ten, or if they 
laſt to fourſcore Years, yet then they deſcend 
with us to the Grave, and vex us no more; 
but the Torments of Hell are of a never-end- 


ing Duration, they out-laſt ten thouſand times 


ten thouſand Ages; and who, my Friends, 
tan dwell with everlaſting Burnings? O 


be wiſe, and conſider theſe amazing Truths, 
that ye may flee from the Wrath to come. 


Bid, from this Hour, a final Fatewel to Swear- 
ing, Gaming, Drunkenneſs, and Uncleanneſs : 
Be ſober, be chaſte, be temperate ; keep holy 


the Sabbath. Day, flee Idleneſs and bad Com- 
pany. Remember you are Chriſt's Soldiers, 
and were liſted under his Banner at your Bap- 


a tiſm; wherefore put ON the whole Armour 
of Gop, that ye may be able to ſtand againſt 


the Wiles of the Devil. Stand 77 
ruth, 

and having on the Breaſt-Plate of Righte- 

ouſneſs; and your Feet ſhod with the Pre- 


parations of the Goſpel of Peace; above all 
 Faking the Shield of Faith, wherewith ye 
fall be able to quench all the fiery Darts 


\ 
\ 


of the Wicked; and take the Helmet of Sal. 


vation, and the Sword of the Spirit, which 


athly 


— 
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_ 4thly and Laſtly, LE the Conſideration 
of the Joys of Heaven, and of that never-fade- 
ing Crown of Glory, that is laid up and re- 
ſerved for all faithful Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſtir you up to lead godly Lives, after the Pat- 

tern of our good Centurion. Cornelius, my 

Friends, fought a good Fight, and is now 
gone to receive his Reward, and is ſet down, 
with many Thouſands of happy Spirits, in 

_ Paradiſe, waiting for Chriſt's ſecond come- 
ing to judge the World, when he will 

receive a beautiful Crown from the Lord's 
Hand. And is it Matter of Joy or Grief to 
him, think ye, now, that his Life was holy 
and harmleſs? Surely, of Joy beyond Expref. 
ſion, ſince eternal Happineſs is before him, and 
he only waits till the Judgment of the great 
Day, to take his Seat among Saints and Angels 
in the higheſt Heavens. O ſweet Expectation 
O dclightful Proſpect of glorious Things to 
come! Live ye the Life of this righteous 
Man, and your latter End will be like his. 
The great Captain of your Salvation, eſis 
Chriſt, is aſcended up into Heaven, and ſet 

down on the Right Hand of his Father in 
the Throne of 25 Glory, to prepare Man- 
ſions of unſpeakable Beauty and Splendor for 
all his devout Followers; where will be Seats 
for you, and Crowns of Glory for your Heads, 
if ye will but ſtrive for the Victory, that ye may 
triumph over your ſpiritual Enemies, the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. Turn ye, 

e turn 
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turn ye then from your evil Ways, that ye 
may be deliver'd from the Gates of Hell, and 
be tranſlated into the everlaſting K ingdon of 
Go D dear Son.The Arms of Divine Mercy 
are ſtill open to receive and embrace you; 


 Gop willeth not the Death of Sinners, but 


Had rather they ſtould repent and be ſaved. 8 


Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is ready to own you, 


and waſh you from your Sins in his own Blood; 


and the Holy Ghoſt "continually maketh In. 


terceſſion for you, with Groans that cannot be 
uttered. Turn ye then from your evil Ways, 


for why will you die in your Sins? And, 
that this wiſh'd:for Converſion from Satan un- 
to Gop may be wrought” in you effectually, 


accuſtom yourſelves, I intreat you, to lift uf 


your Hands and Hearts in frequent and fer- 


vent Supplications unto the Throne of Divine 


Grace, that He who alone can govern the un- 


ruly Wills and Affections of finfil Men, may 


turn the Biaſs of your Wills rowards Godlineßß. 


O pray for Mercy, while Mercy is to be had; 
To. day, while it is called Today; or ever 
1e Hlver Cord of Life be Med, or the 
a $9 Bowl be broken, or the Pitcher be 


roten at the Fountain,” or the Wheet be 
broken at the Ciſtern, when the Duſt ſhall 
return to the Earth as it was. Pray al ways, 
with deyout Cornelius. No Place is quite in- 
commodious for this Duty, eſpecially for that 
Part of it which is made up of ſhort Ejacula- 
tions; ; for this may be perform” when you 
walk 
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walk by the Way, when you fit at Meat, 
when you lie down, and when you riſe up. 
Be careful and conſtant likewiſe in reſorting 
to the Houſe of Go, and that in the After, as 
well as Fore-noon ; Where you will hear His 
moſt holy Word read and preach'd to you, 
which will greatly help you forward in your 


Way to Heaven. You would alſo do well to 


get yourſelves inform'd of the Nature, End, 
and Benefits of the Sacrament of the Lord's 


Supper, and prepare yourſelves accordingly 


for the worthy receiving thereof. And that 
ye may obtain a right Judgment of this tre- 


mendous and heavenly Myſtery, and of your 


Fitneſs to be Partakers of it, conſider well 


the Nature and Obligation of your Baptiſmal 
Vow; and the Covenant made between Goo 


and your Souls, when you were baptized into 
FJeſus Chriſt, and made Members of his 
Church: Three Things were then promis'd 

and vow'd in your Name; iſt, That you ſhould 
renounce the Devil and all his Works, the 


Pomps and Vanities of this wicked Warld, 


and all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh. 2dly, 
That you ſhould believe all the Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith. And, 3dly, That you 
' * ſhould keep Gop's holy Will and Command. 


ments, and walk in the ſame all the Days 


F your Lives. This now was your Cove- 
"nant with GoÞ, and by this your Profeſſion, 


ye were at that Time properly liſted Soldiers of 


ow Chriſt; and, in Conſequence of this, 
Almighty 
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22 The ChRISTIAN SOLDIER, 
Almighty Gop then enter'd into Covenant 
with you, and made you very Members incor. 

porate of the myſtical Body of his dear Son, 

choſe you for his own Children by Adoption, 
and gave you a Title to an Inheritance in Hea- 
ven. Now, do you remember this Covenant? 

Do you live ſuitable to your Engagement? Do 
you repent you truly of the ſeveral Breaches of 

your baptiſmal Vow, and are you ſenſible that 

you forfeit all theſe glorious Privileges of be- 
ing in Chriſt, in Gop, and in the Way to Hea- 
ven, as often as you ſin wilfully? and do you 
repent, believe and obey as you ought to do? If 
fo, you are rightly qualify'd and prepar d to re- 
ceive Chriſt's Body and Blood in the holy Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper. And further, 
without Repentance, Faith, and Obedience, 
Which are the main Pillars of your baptiſmal 
Covenant, tis impoſſible that you ſhould pleaſe 
God, or be meet to go to the Table of the Lord. 
Laſtly, MepiTATE often on the vaſt and 

_ exceeding great Glory of the celeſtial World. 

You have noble Opportunities for this moſt 

profitable as well as pious Exerciſe, when you 

are upon Guard in the ſilent and ſolemn Seaſon 
of the Night; when a deep Sleep hath taken 

Hold of Men, and every thing round about you 

is ſtill and awful. Then may you undiſturbed- 
ly lift up your Eyes unto the bright and ſhing- 
ing Firmament of Heaven, and devoutly wor- 


ſhip Gop, who dwells there in Majeſty and 


great Glory: And reflect how agrecably the 
bleſſed 
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bleſſed Inhabitants of the World above are 


employ d, while we, diſtreſſed Pilgrims below, 


like benighted Travellers, are ſtumbling i in dark 
Ways thro' the howling Wilderneſs of this 
World. Meditate alſo upon Death, to be pre. 
pared for it: Upon Judgment, to dread it: Up- 
on Hell, to be deliver d from it. Such holy 


0 Thoughts will deaden your Affections to, and 


wean them from the World; will blunt the 
Edge of Temptations, and ſtrengthen you againſt 
the Wiles of the Devil. Finally, they will great- 
ly ſweeten the Fatigues and Toils of your pre- 
| ſent Alotment in the World, and diſpoſe you 
to bear up with Courage and Chearfulneſs un- 
der all the Difficulties and Uncaſinefles that 
attend it: Whilſt thro Patience and Comfort 
of Gop's Promiſes, you can reflect, that all 
your Watchings, Labours, and Pains, which in 
the Order of Providence you undergo, for the 
Service of your King and Country, may, in 
the End, turn to your own great and ever- 
_ laſting Good: And that your very want of 
Eaſe,” Riches, and Happineſs, in this World, 
may, thro' Submiſſion and Reſignation to the 
Will of Go p, become ſo many glorious Prepa- 
ratives for Reſt, Honour, and Felicity, in the 
World to come. Be adviſed then to receive 
with Meekneſs theſe Words of Counſel and 
Exhortation; which I beſeech you the more 
carneſtly to do, becauſe I may never have an- 
_ other Opportunity to do the like. You are 
| N . 
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24 The CnrIsTIAN SOLDIER. 
to be ſtation'd ſoon in another Place; and, 


conſi dering the many Caſualties of this un- 
certain Life, we may not behold one another's 


Faces again in this publick Manner, till we 


all appear before the Judgment - Seat of Chriſt: 
And, Oh! what a dreadful Appearance will 
that be, unleſs. you now give heed to my Ad- 


vice, and bring forth Fruits meet for Re- 
pentance; for I muſt then turn your Accuſer, 


and be there as a ſwift Witneſs againſt you, 


and teſtify that I warn d you to flee from the 
Wrath to come, and you ſet at nought my 

Counſel, and would none of my Reproof : 

But, my Brethren, I would ſtill hope better 

= things of you, and 7. hings that cep 
Salvation, tho. I thus ſpeak. 


AND now I ſhut up all, with an An ble 


Requeſt to thoſe Gentlemen, who fill and 
adorn the high and ſuperior Poſts of DYE 
Army. | 


GENTLEMEN, 


« *Tis your Ambition and Aim to have 


u your Men in good Order, comely Array, 


c 


and manly Diſcipline; vou inſtruct them 


a. 


NP, 


martial Atchievements and noble Exploits, 
and awe them to reſpe&t Tou and to ho- 
© nour the KING. In this ye do well: be 
<« it ſpoken to your Credit and Reputation. | 
But then, Gentlemen, you would alſo do 
well to inſpect ſometimes” the moral Beha- 
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in the Arts of War, train them up for _ 
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ſure owing to the Captain's ſhining Example 

and virtuous Converſation. May this truly 
brave and noble Centurion be your Pattern: 

May you, Gentlemen, tread in the Steps of 
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viour of the Soldiers that are under you: 
The pious Captain Cornelius ſtoop d to this 


Employ, who (we are told) had a deyout 
Soldier that attended him; and whoſe Good- 


neſs, we may ſuppoſe, was in a great Mea- 


this illuſtrious Warrior, and engage your In- 


feriours to be Wiſe and Good by your Com- 
mands and Examples. It is ſcarce imagina- 
ble what Glory might be given to Gop, What 

* Succels to the Enterprizes of an Army, and 


what Comfort would accrue to the Minds of 
ſuch a General and other Officers, who took 
ſtrict Care to ſuppreſs the Vices of thoſe un- 


der their Command ; particularly, the hor- 


rid Impiety of prophane Swearing and 


Curſing, which, as a great Duke once told 
his Soldiers, is a Sin that has the leaſt TE, 


ptation, and is of the moſt heavy Guilt. T 
which, as Soldiers are too often very ſubj 3 


ſo being committed openly, and thereby 
made liable to Obſervation, may be eaſily 

puniſh'd and ſuppreſs d. The mere Frowus 
* of Officers would do much towards it, but 
the conſtant Reſentment of it would do it 


more, and a general Puniſhment of it, moſt 
effectually. All this, Gentlemen, being con- 


ſider' d, you will be induc d, hope, to vin- 
dicate the much 1 injur'd Honour of your Gop, 
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36 The Cnniorian Sorbit x- 
c by uſing your - utmoſt Efforts to put a Sto 7 to | 
this monſtrous. Sin; which if you do, and 


ce ſtfive to èxcell in the other Parts of your 


e Duty to Gop and your Neighbouts, you will 
4 reap ede bleſſed Comforts of io doing even 


ce in this Life, and when your Watfare i is ac 
< compliſn d here upon Earth, you will be pre- 
c ferr'd in the noble Army of the Lorp of 
« Hoſts, and celebrate an eternal Triumph + 
K in the Kingdom of Heaven. 38 


Which Gop of his infinite Mercy . 
through the All-ſufficient Merits of 
the Great Captain of our Salvation, 
Ixsus CHRIST; who with the Father 
and Holy Spirit, reigns One G 0 D 
Ka ue ever. Amen, 
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